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Alan Davidson AM MBE
Born: June 1929
Carbine Club Member since: 1977 Founding Member
Previous Carbine Club positions: Chairman, Committee, Life Member
The son of Leslie Keith Davidson and Hilda Aileen Clifton, Davidson grew up in Lisarow, NSW near the
city of Gosford on the NSW Central Coast. He learnt to play cricket on a pitch that he dug out of a hill on
his family's rural property. By the age of nine, he was playing in the second division of the Gosford grade
competition. Throughout his high school years, he represented Northern High Schools in the state
combined public schools' competition where he played against his future Test captain Richie Benaud,
who captained City High Schools. During his teenage years, Davidson kept fit by working on the family
property, chopping wood and carrying farm produce.
An Australian former cricketer of the 1950s and 1960s. He was an all rounder: a hard-hitting lower-order
left-handed batsman, and an outstanding left-arm fast-medium opening bowler. Strongly built and
standing six feet tall, Davidson was known for his hard hitting power, which yielded many long hit sixes.
His left arm bowling was a mainstay of the Australian pace attack of the 1950s and early 1960s, and from
the late 1950s widely regarded as one of the finest pace bowlers in the world, with a classical bowling
action which imparted late swing…Davidson was considered along with Wasim Akram as one of the two
greatest left arm fast bowlers in history, and bowled with great control, conceding less than two runs per
over. Only two other post-war bowlers have a superior bowling average. Davidson was known for his
anticipation in close catching positions and his accurate and strong throwing arm from the outfield. His
ability to take improbable close range catches saw him earn the nickname "The Claw"
Davidson married Betty Patricia McKinley in 1952. Their sons were born in 1953 and 1955 while he was
on tour in England and the West Indies respectively. He was named as the New South Wales Father of
the Year in 1982.
Davidson was named as one of the five Wisden Cricketers of the Year in 1962. He was made a Member
of the order of the British Empire (MBE) in 1964 and a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) in 1987. He
was inducted into the Sport Australia Hall of Fame in 1988, the Australian Cricket Hall of Fame in
2004, and the ICC Hall of Fame in 2011. He received an Australian Sports Medal in 2000.
Alan Davidson Oval, in Alexandria and Wyoming, NSW, is named after him.
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